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Reformationis a Reconcil-
ingin Christ Congregation.
We welcome everyone to
Join with us in ajoumcg of
faith. We are committed to
Providing worsl’xip, programs,
ministries and Pastora| care
to all, regardless of age, abil-
ity, gencler identitﬂ, sexual
orientation, marital status,
re[igious bacl(ground, co]or,
economic status, or national
origin. Evergone is welcome
in this Placc, where the love

of (God is the foundation of

a” that we say and do.

Thereis no |onger Jew or
Greek, there is no Ionger
slave or free, there is no
longer male or female; for all
of you are one in Christ

Jesus—(Galatians %:28
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== THE PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE:

= Merry Christmas! Can you believe it, 2016 is

~ almost gone? 1@ blinking my eyes and

~ wondering what happened, how did we get to the
" end of the year so quickly? | look forward to this
Christmas season, and what 2017 has in store for
us.

This is the fourth Christmas we will spend together here at Reformation, and |
look forward to the Sights and Sounds of the Nativity and Christmas Eve services
once again. We will have two services again this year: our 7:00 pm Traditional
Candlelight Christmas Eve service, and our informal 11:45 pm Almost Midnight
Mass.

On December 4™ we will once again celebrate the Sights and Sound of the
Nativity as we gather Nativities from around the country and world.

The 7:00 service will have all the aisle candles out and ready to light, the
wonderful traditional Christmas Carols to beautiful organ music, the story of
Christ@Q birth, and the celebration of the Eucharist. At the 11:45 pm service we
will celebrate in the Chancel on cushions as we gather around the Altar in virtually
only the candlelight that surrounds us as we sing Christmas Carols to beautiful
string music, hear the story of ChristQ birth, celebrate the fellowship of the
Eucharist in this unique mass.

Kathy and | wish to invite the congregation once again to our humble abode for
our annual Christmas Drop-in. This year it will be on December 23" from 6:00 pm
to 9:00 pm. There will be wonderful food, fellowship, and fun! This has been a
wonderful time that we have looked forward to each year we have been at
Reformation. Our house and holidays always seem a little warmer with our
friends from Reformation and the Columbia area dropping by.

| so look forward to what the Holidays and 2017 holds for us all at Reformation. |
look forward to the journey God has set us on together. | only have one more
thing to say.

SCHEDULE

Merey -Christmas!
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THE PRAYERS OF THE C HURCH are requested for our senior members and home- W
bound: Tetia Garren, Frances Barefoot, Elizabeth Davis, Tracy Hamiter, Louise Meetze, OLR PgéﬁL\]/E\/I\iSP l[g

Katie Westbrook, Dorothy & Landis Perry, Frances Starr, Evelyn Veronee, Christine White GOD'’S HANDS,

. T . . HE PUTS HIS PEACE IN
Members & friends who are hospitalized or have special needs: Members & friends who OUR HEARTS.

are hospitalized or have specialneeds: Camak Lyl es (Libbie Pooleds nepnew); w
of Daisy Ritchie); John Roberts; Landon Derrick; Suzie Green; Libbie Poole: Bryan Burgin; Landis Perry; Dorothy Swing;

Laura Quattlebaum; The Roof family and the state of SC.
To donate altar flowers in memory or honor of someone, sign the Flower Calendar in the Fellowship Hall or call the church
office. Your donation will be listed in the insert.

Bernard Slice, a friend of RLC and Wed. Bible Study group participant is offering floral altar arrangements. If yoredre inte
ed in purchasing one of his arrangements, he can be reached at 803.261.7217.

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
COUNCIL MEETING - The next Council Meeting iBecember 20th at 6:30 in the parlor.

JOIN OUR TEAM - The Outreach team meets the 2nd Sunday of each month. This team organizes such events as
participation in Blessing of the Animals, Trunk or Treat, Welcome Weekend and more. Everyone is welcome to join
us. The next meeting will be Sunday, November 6th after worship in the fellowship hall.

HARVEST HOPE SUNDAY - Every 1st Sunday is Harvest Hope Sunday. Make an extra offering to help the
food bank ministry. Mark your giftHarvest Hope. Your generosity will help South Carolina residents in need.

SUNDAY SCHOOL - Reformation, Martin Luther, Small Catechistandayschool

As we prepare to celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation in October 2017, there will be
opportunities to learn more about why this is important and more about the work of Martin Luther, one of
those whose work and writings led to the Reformation.

For the coming weeks, during tieundayschool time, adults will review and reflect on the Small Catechism by
Martin Luther. It is a Lutheran statement of faith including the Ten Commandments, the Apostle's Creed, the
Lord's Prayer, the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion, and the table of duties. We will review in quick
summary the parts of the catechism. Session leaders will be Josue Rodriguez, Dot Jeffcoat, Jen Casey, Lindsay
Hawkins, Sarah Trani, and Ginny Eiwen. Plan to bring your coffee and join others in the parlor for fellowship and
learning as we explore this important resource for Lutherans and all Christians.

Contact Sarah Trani via emaistrani@bellsouth.net

REFORMATION CHURCH B ENEFITS FROM THRIVENT FINANCIAL

During 2016 Reformation has enriched its ministry by about $1500 in Thrivent Action Team prigddiy

Thrivent members Sarah Trani, Gloria Preslar, and Dot Jeffpbad additional amounts in Thrivent Choice Dol-
lars directed to Reformation by Thrivent members. This is the way theprarit Financial company gives back

to the community (instead of paying taxes). Thrivent members each have two $250 Action Team options each
year and most have Choice dollars to designate. A modest product with Thrivent makes one a member. If you
want to find out more speak with one of our advocates (listed above) or check the Thrivent.com welfsytzu

are a member of Thrivent and are not using your Action Team options or Choice dollar options, consider doing
that now as together we find ways to help and support Reformation's ministry.
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REFOR/\AATION LUTHERAN CHURCH OPEN HOUSE

i.. A yy@%?&w&ﬁ |

@@ QIF TRIE [NATRRY A

Sunday, December 4, 2016 4pm-6pm

A self-guided tour of over 100 items on display:
Experience artful nativities, poetry, paintings,
handwork, art displays, Chrismon tree, Stations of
Creche, Music, Refreshments & Fellowship,

Children's area provided

X j@/f// the Chistras seasern now ! Xk

ALL ARE WELCOMED TO THIS FREE EVENT.
DONATIONS WELCOMED
1118 Union St. Columbia, SC 29201

\_% www.ReformationLutheranColumbiaSC.com \7/‘\
Ph: 803.252.1507
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NOT JUST WINDOW SHOP  PING -- THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15

A catered buffet dinner for all who will consider participating in fundraising to install much needed energy efficient win
dows in the offices and fellowship hall. We will gathe8®0 pmand end by7:30 pm. There will be catered buffet

meal, provided by a Thrivent Action team; project details; thanks to advance donors; information and ideas for others
to also participate. Please, RSVPD®cember 120 the church officeB03-252507 or officeofreform@gmail.com.
Questions: talk with Sam Ruff or Dot Jeffcoat, project coordinators.

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SE RVICES

Join us on Christmas Eve, Sat. Dec. 24th for worship at 7pm or 11:45pm in the sanctuary of RLC. We will
remember the night of our Lordds birth. On Chri
11am. Please invite your friends, family or relatives to church with you during the Christmas season.

FAMILY HELPING FAMILIES - Reformation Lutheran Church has adopted a family of three through Families
Helping FamiliesOur family this year includes Andrew, 50 y/o male who is asking for pants (size 34x34) and large
mens shirts.Andrew would also like hygiene items and any kinds of togisdrew has two daughters, Titiyanna, 4
y/o, and Shakeera, 17 y/@itiyanna wears size 5T clothes and size 11 sh&e would like African American dolls
and anything princess theme8hakeera wears a size 4 in Jrs, medium/large size shirts and size 8Sheeguld

like any color of bandanas and a gift card to a book stdrbeir closest grocery store is BIO. We will be deliver-

ing all of the gifts for this family to the Families Helping Families donation site lefoeznber 10th.You can bring

all of your donations to the fellowship hall.

ANNUAL REPORTS & Annual Reports for 2016 needed Bgnuary 15.

All officers, committee or team leaders, project leaders, and conveners are asked to provide a swh@@tg activ-
ities to be printed as areport of our ministry during the past year. This is a helpful document for reference and history
in our congregation's archives as we tell our story today for future generations. Email repaftgjefcoat@aol.com.

A PERSONAL RLC PORTAL - Coming soon

We are working to make your giving record as well as your contact information page accessible to you through your
own personal portal to our church information system. When we have all of the kinks worked out, you will receive a
message about this option. We hope you will use it to help us keep thingadifiesses, phone numbers, and emails

up to date and to review your giving statements through out the year. Paper copies will continue to be available for

those who need them and we will continue to welcome any updates provided by phone or email. Stay tuned!

CELEBRATING EPIPHANY DAY o

January 6: Reformation has a tradition of several years now of gathering on Epiphany Day for a brief
worship, meal, and time to undecorate the church from the Christmas season and put away those
decorations for another year. The church also celebrates the arrival of the tkiregsat the manger. The

evening includes a light mealéapm, worship abou? pm. Many hands make light work. It is also a great

time for fellowship and getting to know one another. The tentative plans also include using a favorite service
at Reformation- Holden Evening Prayer. Can't make it all, come for what you can. For now, mark your
calendar and plan to join us on the evening of January 6 at 6:00pm to celebrate the Epighany.



Page 5

DECEMBER CHURCH CALENDAR

THE REPORTER - December 2016

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
3-8pm
First Steps
(FH)
4 chk]g Schedule - 5 6 7 8 9 10
Harvest Hope Sunday 11AM Group 3-8pm Midlands
OPEN HOUSE Bible Study. First Steps Cl\ﬂce)rSso S
Sights & Sounds - 4PM 6:00PM - Choir (FH) Concert
MMC - 7-9PM (S) NAAC 7PM
NA - 7PM
1 N\/ccuy Schedule 12 13 14 15 16 17
LSC (FH) PFLAG 11AM Group 3-8pm Christmas
szveze;i/l('? ) Thrivent 6pm Bible Study First Steps E\;ﬁr&t for
- NA-4PM(P) (FH) ) 6:00PM - Choir (FH) lldren
Primetimers (FH) 4 -6PM Primetimers NAAC
MMC - 7-9PM (S) P) NA - 7PM
1 BNccHy Schedule 19 20 21 22 23 %‘;’1 istma
. ristmas
NA - 4PM (P) léilxc/l (gggﬂ Council lB}QQAsct;Jg;p- NA - 7PM Eve Worship
MMC - 7-9PM (S) 6-3gpm 6:00PM - Choir 7pm
(®) NAAC 11:45pm
participants
listed below
2 5Christmas Sunday 26 27 28 29 30 31
11AM Group NA - 7PM
11am WORSHIP Bible Study
(1 service) 6:00PM - Choir
NA - 4PM (P) NAAC
MMC - 7-9PM (S)

December Birthday Celebrations December Anniversary Celebrations

12/2 - Donny Peter-Fritts
12/2 - Mary Alice Winston

12/5 - Connie Pool
12/7 - Jennie Roof

12/21 - Michael Kuhrau
12/22 - Anthony Porter

12/31 - Ashley Byrd & Rebecca McCorkle

b2iSY araadaiay3ad OSt SoNI a2
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AYF2NXI a2y ® /et G2 dzL

12/26 - Tetia Garren
12/28 - Tina Dennis
12/31 - Elaine Palmer
12/31 - Paul Bouknight
12/31 - Beth Bandy

12/7 - Chad Harmon
12/8 - Callie Hall

12/8 - Harry Hawkins
12/14 - Jessica Ksor
12/19 - Danyell Ritchie

12/3 - George Black
12/3 - Jerry Trowell
12/3 - Brett Birindelli
12/5 - Brian Lorimer
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The next combined Worship Serviceis-Sunday, -RDec.s o2t lawedill @& theoChrgtmas story and
Christmas carols and have Holy Communion. Christmas morningSunday Wor shi p wil |l begin
We wi | | al so have comdi Daeyd awetchHfdr@agedaails. New Year
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ANNUAL MEETING & COU NCIL UPDATE
A quorum was present and the meeting was called to order by President, Gloria Preslar with prayer.
Gloria reminded those present what makes a member qualified to vote

The following were presented to those present, motion made to accept slate and was seconded and
approved by those present:

3 year term to Congregational CounciPaula Prosser, Dorothy Jeffcoat, Colleen Clark and Caroline
Kerns. Chelsea Morton was elected to a one year term to fill the unexpired term for Ronnie Huffman who
resigned effectiv®ecember 31, 2016.

The nominating committee for 2017 iBill Baldwin, Rhett Culclasure (representing Council), Cale Peake,
Wendell Gulledge, Ben Bullock and Libbie Poole.

Elected to represent Reformation at the 2017 Synod Assembly was Chelsea Morton, Wendell Gulledge and
Jessie RobertsAlternates will be Cara Costigan and Jim Prater

Those elected to serve on the Endowment Committee aiaula Prosser and Laura Heidlternate is
Connie Pool.

Sam Ruff presented the Spending Plan for 20Tére has been an increase in offerings this year and it is
expected that an increase will continue into 20I"he Plan was adopted by those present.

Council President, Gloria Preslar, urged members to adopt a "Golden Ager" and to volunteer to mentor a
new member. It was also requested that members follow up on those members we miss seeing.

Meeting closed with prayer by Pastor Tim.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM NOVE MBER COUNCIL MEETING

1. Celebrations- successful annual meeting on Sunday, Novembelid| attended Prayer Vigil on
Monday, November 14, at RLGConcerns: Healing for after election is a concernA letter was read from
Rebecca McCorkle and Ashley Byrd.

2. Sam gave the treasurer's report and shared a letter that will be mailed to members about helping to
delete the deficit for this year before the end of December.

3. Pastor's report included a very well convocation that was held at Lutheridge in Octolies.Pastor also
announced that he would be appearing on this week's Awareness pregf@ig Tv.

4. Dorothy Jeffcoat update the council on the work of the Constitution Committethe asked Council
work on the mission statementdo we keep what we have or do we updaté. was suggested that we add
that to the annual council retreat in January.

5. It has been discussed and hopefully we will have members agree to be mentors to new

members. Pastor asks that anyone who is interested, please call Mikita at the church office and let her
know. It has also been requested by the Service Team that members volunteer to adopt a Golden Ager so
that they have contact from someone from the church besides the pastease give prayerful

consideration to being one or both of these. continued pg. 7
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6. Governor Haley has asked all places of worship host a prayer servig@aton Tuesday, November
22 for the healing from the recent election, the trial of the Charleston policeman and the trial of Dylan

Roof.

7. On December 15here will be a fund raiser for the window projec22 windows are our first phase of
this much needed projectPlan to attend this event.

8. Next meeting of Council will bé&ecember 20.All members and all new members are expected to be
there. Election of officers for 2017A meal will be served &:00.

9. Devotions for December will be given by Sarah Trani.

Sam Ruff, Treasurer Report

FlnanCIal Report October, 2016 summary
Offerings needed for monthly budget $17,209.00
Offerings received in October $15,833.00
2016 Year to Date summary
Offerings needed for YTD budget $172,090.00
Offerings received YTD $146,147.00

MI DLAND®S MENS CHORUS

The Holidays are upon us! Come join Midland's Men's
REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
el Chorus as they celebrate the Holidays MMC style! You
can contact any MMC member for tickets or visit their
websiteMidlandsmenschorus.coto purchase your
tickets soon! The concert will be held in the
sanctuary of Reformation Lutheran Church on
Saturday, December 10th at 7:00pnRRefreshments
will be served BEFORE the concert at 6:15pm in the
fellowship hall.

MIDLANDS MEN’S CHORUS

WE CAN HELP MAKE YOUR HOLIDAY with FAIR TRADE!

/MWedre | ooking forward to another month of

7 All of our fair trade items that expire in 2016 are on DISCOUNT. These items will make
g&® great gifts or be an excellent stocking stuffer. See Nell or Wendell if you want to order

. anything special for the holidayBair trade is sold in between the services in the

¢ Fellowship Hall every Sundayonsider fair trade this holiday season! Contact Nell

¥ Orscheln (nellorscheln@gmail.com) or Wendell Gulledge (wendell.gulledge@gmail.com)

with questions. Fair Trade does accept Visa, Mastercard or Discover!
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A Keconciling in Christ Congrcgation

DECEMBER WORSHI P PARTI ClI PANTS

Dec. 4 Dec. 11 Dec. 18 Dec. 2511AM
9AM Asst. Minister/Lector Lindsay Hawkins Ginny Eiwen Jim Potts
11:00AM Asst. Minister Colleen Clark Jim Prater Rev. Karin Culp Ben Bullock
11AM Lector Ben Bullock Julia Prater Meg Hazel Julia Prater
Opener Cale Peake Cale Peake Cale Peake Cale Peake
Closer Ben Bullock Cale Peake Sam Ruff Jim Prater
9AM Ushers Bill & Sharon Mike & Carol Luis Guzman

Baldwin Kuhrau Andy Miles
9AM Offering Assts. Cale Peake Cale Peake Bill & Sharon 11am Offering Assts

Sarah Trani Caroline Kearns Baldwin Gloria Preslar &

Marie Pearson

11:00AM Ushers & Offering Ross Jolly & Gloria Preslar Sam Ruff & Ross Jolly &
Assts. Sam McNutt Ross Jolly Raymond Cook Sam McNultt
Acolyte/Crucifeddam Acolyte/ 9-Kyra Ritchie 9-Pam Wise & Family| 9-Denise & Jane Derris Rhett Culclasure
Crucifer-11am 11-Rhett Culclasur| 11-Colleen & Keating Clg 11-Ben Bullock &

Caleb Sommer

Altar Guild 9am 9- Sharon Baldwin 9-Cale Peake 9-Jill Allawos Ben Bullock
Altar Guild 11am 1% Meg Hazel 1% Julia Prater 11- Meg Hazel




